
THE ULU 
 
NAME OF STUDENT(S):  STEVEN KRITERDLUK     GRADE:   9  
      DOUGLAS AGGARK       GRADE : 10 
 
SCHOOL:  VICTOR SAMMURTOK SCHOOL – CHESTERFIELD INLET 
 
DESCRIBE  YOUR PROJECT:   
 
WE SHOWED HOW TO MAKE AN ULU STEP-BY-STEP AND WITH WHAT TYPES OF 
MATERIALS. WE ALSO DESCRIBED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ULU TO THE INUIT 
CULTURE. 
 
RESOURCES: HOW DID YOU FIND YOUR INFORMATION? 
 
WE LOOKED ON THE INTERNET FOR DIFFERENT STORIES AND USES. WE ASKED 
AN ELDER TO TEACH US HOW TO MAKE AN ULU IN THE TRADITIONAL WAY. 
 
WHAT DID YOU FIND OUT AS A RESULT OF YOUR RESORRCES? 
 
THERE ARE DIFFERENT STYLES OF THE ULU DEPENDING ON WHERE YOU GO IN 
THE ARCTIC . ALSO DIFFERENT MATERIALS CAN BE USED TO MAKE AN ULU: 
SUCH AS IVORY, BONE AND WOOD. 
 
DESCRIBE YOUR PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE PROJECT AND WHY YOU 
CHOSE IT. 
 
WE WANTED TO LEARN HOW TO MAKE MANY TRADITIONAL TOOLS, BUT THE 
ULU BECAME OUR MAIN IDEA BECAUSE OF HOW MUCH INUIT STILL USE THEM. 
 

 



WHAT IS AN ULU? 
 
 

 
 
The size of the ulu was based on what it was used for. An ulu with a 5 cm. (2 
in.) blade would be used as part of a sewing kit to cut sinew. An ulu with a 
15 cm. (6 in.) blade would be used for general purposes. Occasionally, ulus 
can be found with blades as large as 30 cm. (12 in.). 
 
The ulu comes in two distinct styles, the Inupiat (or Alaskan) and Canadian. 
With the Inupiat style ulu the blade has a centre piece cut out and both ends 
of the blade fit into the handle by a single stem in the centre. In the western 
areas of the Canadian Arctic the blade of the ulu tended to be of a triangular 
shape, while in the eastern Arctic the ends of the blade tend to be more 
pointed. 
 
Ulus have been found that date back to as early as 2500 BC. Traditionally, 
the ulu would be passed down from generation to generation. It was believed 
that an ancestor’s knowledge was contained within the ulu and would also 
be passed on. The shape of the ulu ensures that the force is centred more 
over the middle of the blade than with an ordinary knife. This makes the ulu 
easier to use when cutting hard objects such as bone. 
 

An ulu is an Inuit woman’s all-purpose 
knife. It is used for things like skinning 
and cleaning animals, cutting a child’s 
hair and cutting food or meat off of 
animals that were hunted and killed. 
 
Traditionally the ulu was made with a 
caribou antler handle and slate cutting 
surface, due to a lack of metal in the 
Arctic. The handle could also be carved 
from bone, and wood was sometimes 
used when it was available. In certain 
areas, such as Ulukhaktok, Northwest 
Territories, copper was used for the 
cutting surface.



Today the ulu is still made with caribou antler but the blade is usually made 
of steel. The steel is quite often obtained by purchasing a hand saw or wood 
saw and cutting the blade to the correct shape. These ulus are kept both for 
home use and sold to others. 
 

HOW WE MADE OUR ULU 
 

 
 
Then we cut the brass and drilled two holes for the pins. Then we pinned the 
brass to the ulu and used a hammer to pin it tight. Then we filed it to make 
sure it was smooth and took sandpaper on the brass so that no lines or 
scratches were showing. 
 
Step # 3: We took a hard piece of wood that was big enough for the 
handle. Then we traced the handle on a piece of cardboard. Then we cut the 
shape out and traced the handle on the wood. We cut the handle out of the 
wood. We shaped it to make it feel smooth when we held it. We had to drill 
a hole in the middle that was the same thickness as the brass that was pinned 
on the ulu. Then we pinned the handle to the top of the brass with a 1/8 in. 
drill bit.  
 
Step # 4: We were finished. 
 
Step # 5: SHOW IT OFF! 
 

Step # 1: When we started making 
an ulu we had to trace an ulu shape on 
a cereal box and/or cardboard box. 
Then we cut it out. Then we put the 
shape onto a steel plate, then traced 
the ulu shape carefully. Once that was 
done we took a cutting tool and cut the 
ulu shape on the steel plate, then we 
had to grind the ulu shape to make it 
right. 
 
Step # 2: We had to go and buy a 
round brass material and measure it to 
the length we wanted. 



ULU FACTS 
 

 
 
Originally ulu blades were made with polished slate, and the handles were 
made with wood, ivory, caribou antler or bone. 
 
Handles were usually made with a deep groove along one edge to hold the 
blade. Sometimes holes were made through the handle and blade and then 
sinew or hide strips were used to lash the handle to the blade. 
 
Metal blades were introduced later and became the preferred material 
because of its hardness and ability to keep a good sharp edge. Old saw 
blades were preferred because they were made of tough steel and did not 
dull easily. 
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WoExE/w5 si4vsyEA4: 
 
ck6 slos6X1m1]Z+b xJe6]g0pMs6SA5 nN?9oxa/6LA hNi[l xg6Li 
nN/s?1m1]Z5. si4vsyE=lAl s~l2 ck6 W7mEstQiz wkw5 wo6fyqk5.  
 
xgMs6bt5: ck6 NisCMs6WQ5 gry+?9oDt4nw5V  
 
ei6Lb cEbs/i5 si4vsys8ifi4 x0p}QT5gi4 x7m ck6 
xg6bs?Ms6ymiqi4. w8N3u[l xWE=lb xJe6]gt/sd=lb ck6 
slos6X1m1}Z+b wkw5 wo6fyqtg5.  
 
hNu4 cspMs6W5 xgZ4nt5 NisC3mbV  
 
slw5 nNymiqb x0p}Q4XT8iqi4 srs6b6gu Ni wiQ/sJi. x7ml 
hNi4 xg6Lt4 slos6X1iqi4: }h3l ]g]Z3i4, nsi3i4 x7m eJ1i4. 
 
 
si4vsyEA4 N1ui6 bmguz WoExcDmMs3̀i5 x7ml +h6 iDxMs3m1]Z6Ws4.  
 
wo8ixDmMsC2b nNi3u4 xuhi4 wo6fygc4f5 hN4ftQ/s?Ms6gi4, ryxi 
slu4 nNJmoMs6SA5 }hcw7m wk1i5 xuhi5 ho xg6bs?1mb. 
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sl2 xqiz nN/s?Ms6S6 hNj5 x]gtc3ix3iz mo4LA. sl2 
nFsiz @ w8y{a4X5 rmosN/6S6 u6h6ts2 slQN/6+X 
r=lw0JtQlis4 w?li4. sl ^ w8y{u4 nFsic6X5 hNgw8N3k5 
xgZ4nsli s~lN/6S6. cft4f5 slbc6X4S6 !@ w8y{ 
nFsi6f6gtQJi4.   
 
sl5 nN/sym+haK6 m3}D1i4 x0p}QT8ic6Li, wk2Wx5 Gs=?~l=? 
x`M{vus5H x7m vNbus5 slq8i4. wk2Wx5 slc6X4S5 etxA5 
SgymJi4 wSc3FQQx7]m6Lis4 Sgymiz etx`i5g6. vNbus5 
srs6b6gzb sx1N6Xyzi s~l2 nFsiz b6rYxa6+fp=li 
nNym+haK6, ryxio s6f3usi sl5 whq5 
k=KE1i6ns+ha=lt4. 
 
sli4 N[+?6gcc5b6ymK6 czibstQJi4 srs5 @%)) }Qhy2 
tr8ix]n3izi5. sl5 czn6 ra}?act}Qi5 gi/s5bs/6Lt4 
WQ/s?Ms6gFiusK5. wm8N whmQ/s}haK6 ra}?act}Q5 
cspmiz5 sluysChQ/s?4Li x7ml bm8N cspmi6 
sl+b6X9oxJi5 cspm/so6X9ox=li. sl nNymK6 x1ml3iz 
+x6r4h6ym=li wSxb ǸM Net3i3j5 etxA5 +x6r4h6ym=li 
}rNE1izb N`M WMstg5. bwm8N nNymK6 sl xg3lA 
w{Lx6yo6ym=li ytJi4 WM4g3ix6X5 +h3l nsi3i4.   
 

sl x3Nw5 WMstQ?z5 hNl4+bk5 
xgJJ6. mfkz +h3l xg6bs?4g6 
+x4g6yi3j5 nlm6nwi3j9l 
i3Jti4, k/w/wi3j5 kb6vi4 
x7m WM4g3i3j5 iei4 s=?~l8`i5 
i3Jt5 ieqi4 }W/wi3j5 
mcw{Lt4 WbE/s8ifi4. 
 
czn6 slos6XMs6gFisZlw5 
g4g5 N[Jqi4 wSc6LQ5 x7m 
]n5gZ3i4 ]rNc6Lt4, srs6b6gu 
nF4n6bcTlx3izk5. 
nsi3i4bs6 xg6Lt4 sli4 
wSos6XMs3uJ5, x7ml ẁM8i 
eJ1i4 xgc5b6Lt4 Wbc}Cz5. 
kNw5 wMq8i +h3l sl4Bx6]gu, 
kN5yx3u, v8k/i4 ]rNc6LQ5 
slc6XMs6gF̀i5.  



s=lu sl5 g4g2 N[Jqi4 ho wSc6X4S5 ryxio ]rNz 
nFs=li. nFsiz W/s?4S6 isF6Lt4 s~lti4, s~ltFi3i4 
xg6Lt4 slg5 bs5g4nz nN/s=li. sl5 xq3Cu xg6g4ns=lt4 
slQ/s+haK5 x7m wMq5 is=DtQ/sc5b6Lt4 wk1k5 xyqk5.  
 

ck6 slosMs3m1]Z2+b 
 
 

 
 
WQx3iz @: x7m wSxb wf=C4nzi4 v8k/u4 isFExcMs6SA5 
]s4gC6LAl ck6 brtQ/Exc3m1]Z5 `N7m4yo6LA. wf=C4n6 v8k/6 
rWxi1m5 x7m w+fboE=lA m9D1i4 Sg=la rrx[F4]n1i4. x7m 
rrx4nz wo=lA vsbs/j5 v0J4LA X8zw/O6la. x7m xQx3j5 
xQx6LA mi4yo6LA x7m ysCo1j5 v8k/siz mi4yo5tx6LA 
m̀i8iq5 bot5tx6LQ5. 
 
WQx3iz #: x7m eJ1u4 yb4bu4 w}S9lx6gu4 Niy=lb. 
wS4nzl xoMJj5 Xt4t{LA ttCs/o6LA. ttCs/6ymJ3l 
r=/s/6LA }WMs6LA eJ1j5 wS4nsix6gj5 Xt4t{LA. wS4n3l 
slx6LA }W6LtA. slxC2tAl tA7u=lA w{Lx6]g̀NEx6LA 
nN?K5. wS4nzl w+fb6LA etxA5 X8zw/6XK5 v8k/j5 
wf=Czk5 s~l2. wS4nzl wo?K5 w+fb6LA 1/8 yo4tQJu4 
w=fb3u4 xg6Lb.   
 
WQx3iz $: Wxi4XK5. 
 
WQx3iz %: bft+bo6XK5! 
 

 
 
WQx3iz !: slosyQxC2b 
s~l]/6gu4 ]s4]gy6Lb WMs6SA5 
xlZ4ns2 }SFizi4 xoMJu4 
]s4]gys6Lb x7m s=?~l=? 
xoMJu4 eCbJu4 ]s]gys6Lb. x7m 
r=/s/o6LA. x7m ]s4]gyxE/K5 
nFs2 3]vzk5 Xt4t{LA, 
ttCs/6LAl W5txJn6LA. bm8N 
Wxi1m5 xhw`M s~l7j5 
slxo6LA sloxEix6bK5, x7m 
xQs7j5 xQst=lA mi4no6LtA 
sl4n6 `N7m4yo5tx6LA. 



sl hN9MEs1m1]Z5 cspQx3i6 
 

 
 
sl5 nN/s?Ms6ymJFisZlw5 ]n5gZ3i5, wSc6Lt4 eJ1u4, ]g]Z3u4, 
g4g2 N[Jxi4 nsi3u[~l=?. ! 
 
wSq5 nN/s?Ms6ymJF̀i5 wSxb ni}C wt6nos6LA wSxb 
wo=F4nzi4 ]rNzbl wo=F4nzi4. w`M8i wSq5 w+fb6ym?4g5 
x7m ]rNz x7m w?lj5 wS4nz iu6LA X8zw/6bs=li. 
 
nFc6Xo3m5 nF1i4 slos6XoMs3uJ5 slQ/sJmi6ns?o6Lt[l 
yti6ns1mb x7m wW1i6ns=lt4. s~ltF̀i5 slQ/sJm[AMs6S5 
yti6ns?1mb x7m wW1i6ns?4Lt4 w2roxMw8i6ns?1mb.   

 

 


