Written Summary
Name of student: Joey Flanagan
Grade: Seven
Project name: Eleven Day Blizzard in Iqaluit
School: Aqsarniit Ilinniarvik
Describe your project: My project is about the eleven day blizzard in 1979.
Resources: How did you find your information?
I went on the internet, on Environment Canada, and I talked to elders that were in the blizzard.
What did you find out as a result of your research?
I learnt that you can’t fool around with Mother Nature and you have to stay in one spot during a big blizzard.
Describe your personal interest in the project and why you chose it?
I chose the 11 day blizzard because I thought that it would be interesting to learn about it.

Questions I asked an elder who was stuck out on the land with high school kids during the
11-day blizzard.
Mr. Joe Tikivik, Land Program
Q: When was the 11 day Blizzard in 1979?
A: The blizzard was from February 8th until the 21st.
Q: How fast did the wind blow during the blizzard?
A: The winds where gusting up to 120 km per hour.
Q: How many days where you supposed to be gone with the kids?
A: We where supposed to be gone for a week.
Q: How many kids were with you?
A: There were about 8 or 9 kids with us.
Q: Was there another leader with you or were you the only adult?
A: Yes. There were 2 other leaders: Aku, Adamie and myself.
Q: What did you stay in?
A: We all stayed in a tent.
Q: Where were you when the blizzard hit?
A: We were about 46 miles outside of Iqaluit.
Q: Did you run out of food or water?
A: No, because I caught 3 caribou before the storm.
Q: Did you try to come back during the storm?
A: No, we had to stay put. It was too bad outside.
Q: Did you get scared?
A: No, we all had to stay calm.
Q: Did the kids get scared?
A: No, we told them we all had to stay calm and everything would be fine.
Q: What do you remember most about the storm?
A: There was this guy who always peed in his pants.
Q: Did the high school know you where safe?
A: Nobody knew because we couldn’t talk to anybody.
Q: What did you do during the blizzard?
A: We always had to go out and fix the tent because of the high winds.

Q: Did the search and rescue try to go out and save you guys?
A: No, not until the storm was over.
Q: Did you use a two way radio to speak to people in Iqaluit?
A: No, we never had radio.
Q: How do you think you survived the big blizzard?
A: Probably because we stayed in one spot.
Q: Did any of you get frost bit?
A: No, no one was allowed out of the tent.
Q: Was there a big ceremony when you got back to the school?
A: No, when we got back the parents thanked us and that was it.
Q: Were the kids scared to go hunting again?
A: No, but all the hunting trips from the high school where cancelled for a bit.

Newspaper article about the 11 day blizzard in Nunavut’s capital

Pictures of a city snow plow after the big blizzard
Acrostic Poem about Blizzards
Be prepared
Listen to the radio
Initiate a safety plan
Zero visibility
Zero tolerance for mistakes
Always be alert
Readiness is key
Don’t go outside

Two pictures of the roads in Iqaluit after the big blizzard.
List of resources I used for my project
1. Spoke to elder Joe Tikivik
A personal reflection

I wanted to speak to an elder because he had not only seen blizzards, he lived through Nunavut’s
worst blizzard with the high school kids out on the land with a tent.
I learnt that it is very important to stay in one place during a blizzard. I also learnt that you also
have to bring extra food and water when you go out on the land because you never know when a
storm will hit.
It is also very important to always tell people where you’re going and when you’re coming back so
they know where you are just in case we need to get rescued.

A picture of snow plows by the airport after the blizzard.

A picture of a city snow plow cleaning my grandparents’ driveway.
Questions I asked my grandmother, Ann Hanson, about the 11-day blizzard.
Q: When was the 11 day blizzard in 1979?
A: It was some time in February.
Q: Why do you think we had such a severe blizzard?
A: I believe it was a course of nature.
Q: What do you remember most about the blizzard?
A: The really high winds and how it was scary not to see out of your window.
Q: Where you scared?
A: Yes, I was scared that the chimney would come off,
and she was scared that things would go flying through the window.
Q: Were you prepared for the blizzard?
A: Yes, we had lots of food and water.
Q: Did it do any damage to your house?
A: Nope luckily.

Q: Was any one hurt or killed during the blizzard?
A: Yes three people were lost while they were hunting, and only one person survived. Mr. Duvall
and Epa Ishuluktak died.
Q: Did you run out of food or water?
A: No, we didn’t. We were prepared and had lots of sealift
food and water.
Q: What did you do during the blizzard?
A: We played games, read, did puzzles and learnt how to play chess. A young 10 year old boy
named Bobby Barrieau had to stay with us and he taught our whole family how to play chess.
Q: Were there radio announcements telling what to do and how long this storm was going to last?
A: Yes, but it was the same every day: blizzard today, blizzard tonight blizzard tomorrow, all week
long.
Q: Did the power come off during the blizzard?
A: No, it didn’t but I don’t know how.
Q: Did you have trucked service (water and sewage)?
A: No, not at all. No trucks were on the road. The roads where filled with snow.
Q: How much snow do you think came down?
A: Lots of snow came down. There where some people even trapped in their houses
Q: Did people call for help?
A: Yes some of our neighbors started to run out of food and water so they came to our house. We
didn’t mind sharing our food.
Q: Did people still go to work?
A: No, the roads where too bad to go anywhere.
Q: Were planes able to land with fresh food or was it too bad for planes to land?
A: No, there was no plane. It was too bad we couldn’t see anything.
Q: How long did it take for the whole town to clean up the snow?
A: It took about 10 days to clear the whole town.
Q: Do you think we will ever have a blizzard like that again?
A: Yes, it may happen again.

Acrostic Poem about what I learned from my interview with my grandmother.
Skills passed on by the elders
Understanding how to read the weather

Respecting knowledge and skills learnt
Very important to bring extra supplies out on the land
Igloos will save lives
Very important to tell people where you going
Always stay with your ski-doo or boat
Learn to expect the unexpected, everything doesn’t go as planned
List of resources I used for my project
1. Spoke to my grandmother (Ann Hanson)
2. Spoke to my mother (Koovian Flanagan)
3. Environment Canada
http://www.climate.weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca/climateData/dailydata_e.html?timeframe=2&Prov=CA
&StationID=1758&Year=1979&Month=2&Day=28
A personal reflection
I picked a project on the big blizzard of 1979 because it sounded interesting and so our family can
be prepared if a storm hits again for 11 days. I also picked it because it was the biggest blizzard in
Iqaluit.
I learnt that you can’t fool around with Mother Nature. You also have to be prepared for a storm
just in case it lasts 11 days. I learnt that you also have to have food and water in your house just in
case. Living in the North can sometimes be dangerous, but if you are prepared, you will have a
chance of survival.

A picture of a neighbor’s house that was full with snow.

